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1.  Introduction 

 

MyAppealCoach is an AI‑powered suite of preparation tools for appellate advocates. It was written 

by appellate attorneys, for appellate attorneys, and it allows attorneys and law students to practice 

for oral argument in a setting that once required a conference room full of colleagues. The 

application is available 24 hours a day and can be dialed into the exact type of panel and questions 

the practitioner is concerned about.  

At the center of the suite is the world’s first AI‑powered Moot Court Simulator, where you upload 

your brief and argue your case before a panel of current or historic judges who interrupt with 

realistic questions and critique your answers. Around it sit companion tools: the always‑free 

Appellate Navigator to help advocates identify relevant rules and procedure, Hot Bench Prep for 

anticipating the bench’s questions, the Oral Argument Outline builder, and writing aids.   

WHAT YOU CAN DO WITH IT 

• Practice oral argument — argue your case aloud before an AI panel and get scored, with 

suggested stronger answers. 

• Learn from the bench — hear a model argument delivered by an AI advocate, or practice 

rebutting the other side. 

• Navigate appellate procedure — find your court’s rules, deadlines, and procedure step by 

step (federal and Texas). 

• Prepare faster — generate likely questions, build an argument outline, and tidy your 

authorities. 

WHO IT IS FOR 

MyAppealCoach is available to licensed attorneys and currently enrolled law students. It is a 

preparation tool. It does not provide legal advice, create an attorney‑client relationship, or 

guarantee any result. All moot‑court sessions are generated by artificial intelligence and do not 

represent the actual views of any judge or justice. 

 
Argue before current and historic justices. My Appeal Coach is expanding into other courts as well. 
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2.  The Moot Court Simulator 

 

The Moot Court Simulator is the flagship of MyAppealCoach. You upload your brief, choose your 

court and panel, tune the session to the kind of bench you expect, and then practice — by 

argument, by rebuttal, or by listening to a model argument. This isn’t a chat window: you speak 

into a microphone and justices interrupt with audible questions.  

SETTING UP A SESSION (THE CONFIGURE SCREEN) 

 

• Log in — sign in at the top of the screen (a monthly subscription, a single use, or a free trial). 
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If you are already a member, enter your email address, check the terms of use and privacy 

policy, and click to send a sign-in link. You will receive an email with a magic link that signs 

you in and takes you to the tool. 

 

 
 

If you are not yet a member, you can purchase a subscription or one-time use.   
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• Name your case and upload your brief — drop in your brief as a PDF. You may also add 

your opponent’s brief so the panel understands both sides. These are public documents, and 

nothing privileged is shared. 

 

 
 

• Choose your court — argue before the U.S. Supreme Court, Fifth Circuit, or Texas Supreme 

Court. Each has its own bench, and you can select a full court or choose a panel of three to 

nine judges or justices. You can also create up to two custom courts that stay with your account 

as long as you use the moot court simulator at least once every three months.  
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To create a custom court, click “Create Your Own Court” and a window will pop up allowing 

you to name the court and create between three and nine justices for your panel. You can even 

upload photos. Because the app will generate voices for the justices, select a gender for each 

voice.  You can edit your court anytime. You may want to keep two local courts in memory.  

 

 
 

 

• Pick your panel — by default, if you select a Supreme Court or custom court, you will argue 

in front of the full court. If you select an intermediate appellate court, you will argue before a 

panel of three judges or justices. You can adjust this and argue before any between three and 

nine specific current or historic judges and justices that you select. Just check the boxes of 

who you want to argue before.  
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THREE WAYS TO PRACTICE 

Choose how you want to practice. Each mode is described in its own section below. Practice 

Questions (you argue and field the bench’s questions), Practice Rebuttal (you rebut the other 

side), and AI Moot (you listen as an AI advocate argues your case). 
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3.  Practice Questions (Mode 1)  

 

Practice Questions puts you at the podium. You deliver your argument aloud, and the panel 

interrupts with realistic questions drawn from each judge’s judicial philosophy — just like a real 

hot bench. Chrome or Edge is required, and the simulator asks for microphone access so it can 

hear you. There are a few additional steps to configure a Practice Questions session.  

CONFIGURING THE SESSION 

• Learning mode or realistic mode — leave “Show suggested answers” checked to get 

immediate coaching after each question, or uncheck it to receive critiques only at the end. 

 

• Tune the session — sliders set the argument length (five to 20 minutes), how often the 

bench interrupts (0.8 times per minute to twice per minute), and the difficulty of the questions 

(1 to 10 scale). A difficulty of seven or higher yields longer questions, a greater likelihood of 

the Court asking follow-up questions, and uses a different AI model (Sonnet vs. Opus). 

However, question difficulty is subjective, and you should try the simulator at different levels 

using both models. 
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• Tell the Court what to focus on (sliders)— sliders let you control what the panel 

concentrates on. You can request questions about the record between 10 and 40 percent of 

the time. You can request questions about policy between 10 and 40 percent of the time. 

Sliders automatically adjust so that the total is 100 percent. Questions about cases and 

statutes will always be between 40 percent and 80 percent, depending on the other sliders.   

   

• Tell the Court what to focus on (text)—you can also type a text message to ask the Court 

to focus on (or avoid) particular issues. You can phrase this any way you want, and it is a 

particularly helpful feature to drill down one issue, or for law school moot court teams, where 

each member may be addressing a particular issue.  

   

The Court honors reasonable requests, but will deny unreasonable ones. When you start the 

argument, the Court will display a banner explaining whether it honored your request and how it 

steered the questions. 
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HOW A SESSION RUNS 

• Waiting for court to start — it takes a few minutes for AI to read your brief and prepare 

for a session. You will wait in the courtroom where your argument is scheduled. The system 

will update you on the Court’s progress and provide entertaining messages overheard coming 

from chambers as the judges or justices get ready.  

 
 

Alternative pages for the U.S. Supreme Court, Texas Supreme Court, and Fifth Circuit. 
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• Opening — after the court is gaveled into session and the crier calls it to order, click to Begin 

Argument. A timer will show how much time is left (and turn red as you get close to the end 

of your time). Your words are transcribed on screen a few seconds after you speak. 
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• Questions from the bench — you have at least 30 seconds of uninterrupted time to give 

your opening. After that, judges will appear and ask questions. When they do, click the gold 

“Answer” button and then speak into the microphone.  

 

 
 

When you’re finished speaking, click the “Submit Answer” button.  

 

 
 

 

• Follow-up questions – the Court may ask one or two follow-up questions. These questions 

will generally occur when the Court isn’t satisfied with an answer. But, like real jurists, they 

sometimes focus on an issue that may not seem important.   
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• Immediate feedback (optional) – if you selected learning mode, the timer will stop and 

you will receive immediate feedback. The feedback will always include: (1) What worked, (2) 

What you can improve, and (3) A recommended stronger answer. If something went very 

badly (for example, you misstated facts or law), you will also receive red text that explains the 

critical error.  When you’re ready, click the gold “Continue Argument” button.  
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AFTER THE ARGUMENT 

• Scorecard — the session ends with a scorecard rating your performance across the panel’s 

questions. This is an abbreviated report that displays while the full report is generating. Don’t 

close your window until the full report is finished.  

 

• Coaching report — a full written report — your transcript, the questions, and suggested 

answers — is emailed to you so you can review before your next round. You receive a score 

based on your substantive arguments and your style. You also receive:  

• A Summary 

• Your Best Answer (your best quote)   

• An Area to Work on  

• Each question, answer, and suggested better answer 

• A transcript  
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4.  Practice Rebuttal (Mode 2)  

 

Rebuttal is the hardest part to practice alone. In Practice Rebuttal, the simulator plays a short 

argument for the opposing side — about three minutes — and then gives you roughly three 

minutes to respond to as many of its points as you can. Practice Rebuttal uses the same brief and 

panel you configured, so the opposing argument is grounded in your actual case rather than a 

generic script. 

If you select Practice Rebuttal, you do not fine-tune the questions.   

 

 

Scroll down, check the box, and click “Begin Rebuttal” 
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HOW IT WORKS 

• Listen to the opponent — the other side’s argument is delivered aloud so you can note the 

points you most need to answer. If you want, you can also read a transcript of the argument 

in real-time. After a 30-second opening, the Court will ask your opponent questions, and your 

opponent will answer.  
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• Deliver your rebuttal — when it is your turn, speak your response; the clock keeps you to 

a realistic rebuttal length.   

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

• Listen to the computer’s recommended rebuttal — you can choose to hear how AI 

would have argued your rebuttal.     

•  
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• Get scored — the tool evaluates how completely and effectively you answered the opposing 

points, so you can see which arguments you let slip. 

 

The scorecard provides a score, critique, quote from your strong moment, and an area to work 

on. It also lists how you responded to the other side’s points (usually around five points).  
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5.  AI Moot (Mode 3) 

 

AI Moot is listen‑only. Instead of arguing yourself, you sit back and let an AI advocate deliver a 

full argument of your case and field the panel’s questions. It is the fastest way to see how a polished 

argument sounds and hear how a strong advocate handles a hot bench on your facts. 

If you select AI moot, you don’t have the option to fine-tune the questions and can immediately 

begin the session. Many advocates use AI Moot first — to hear a model argument — and then 

switch to Practice Questions to deliver their own. 

 

Scroll down, check the box, and click “Begin AI Moot” 
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WHAT YOU HEAR 

• No microphone needed — because you are listening rather than speaking, AI Moot needs 

no mic; it is ideal for studying an argument on the go. 

 

• Your case, your panel — the model argument is built from the brief you uploaded and the 

court and panel you selected. 

 

• A complete argument — the AI advocate reads your name from the brief, introduces you 

to the Court, gives an introduction, signposts the issues, and argues the case. It answers 

questions from the Court. You can listen, pause, or download the transcript at any time.   

 

Here is a sample introduction, followed by a few examples of questions and answers.  
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. . . 

 

. . . 
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6.  The Appellate Navigator 

 

The Appellate Navigator is a free resource worth bookmarking. It collects what you need to 

prepare an appeal in one place. It contains local federal and state appellate rules (Texas, 

California, Florida, Illinois, and Georgia), links to oral‑argument recordings in those jurisdictions, 

online style guides, and research tools. Its centerpiece is the Procedure Navigator. 

 
The Appellate Navigator home — rules, research, and the Procedure Navigator in one place. 
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PROCEDURE NAVIGATOR — FEDERAL 

The Procedure Navigator walks you through procedural questions of a federal appeal. Click your 

circuit on the map, choose your posture — for example, appealing a final judgment — and the tool 

lays out the steps with the governing rules and statutes: confirming the judgment is truly final, 

perfecting the appeal, the deadlines under Rule 4, admission to the circuit, logging into PACER 

and filing, ordering transcripts, citing the record, and assembling your brief and appendix, with 

links to the court’s official resources. 

 
Pick your circuit on the map to start the federal Procedure Navigator. 
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Click on what you’re trying to do. 

 

Receive rese. 
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PROCEDURE NAVIGATOR — TEXAS 

The Procedure Navigator also covers the Texas courts, including the state’s new Fifteenth Court 

of Appeals. Choose your county to find your Court of Appeals — or pick any court directly, 

including the Supreme Court of Texas and the Court of Criminal Appeals — and follow the same 

step‑by‑step guidance for Texas practice. 

 
The Texas Procedure Navigator, keyed to county and court. 
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7.  Hot Bench Prep 

 

Hot Bench Prep helps you get ready for the bench without running a full moot. Upload your brief 

and the tool generates the questions a panel is most likely to ask — the weak points, the hard 

hypotheticals, and the authorities a judge will test you on — so you can rehearse your answers 

before argument day. 

HOW TO USE IT 

• Upload your brief — point the tool at the brief you want to be questioned on. 

 

• Set how hard and how many — choose the difficulty and the number of questions you 

want to prepare against. 

 

• Get your question set — the generated questions are delivered as a document you can print 

and work through, alone or with a colleague. 

Hot Bench Prep is the lighter‑weight companion to the Moot Court Simulator: no microphone, no 

live session — just the questions, ready to study. 
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8.  Oral Argument Outline 

 

The Oral Argument Outline builder turns your brief into a start of an outline. While the product 

is too long for most advocates to take to the podium, it provides a starting place, with an 

introduction, signposting, and key points.   

WHAT IT PRODUCES 

• A structured outline — your argument organized into a clean, followable sequence. 

 

• Keyed to your authorities — the points are tied to the cases and record you are relying on. 
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9.  Fantasy Moot 

 

Fantasy Moot puts you at the lectern in landmark U.S. Supreme Court cases, arguing before the 

simulated justices who actually heard them. There is no brief to upload and nothing to prepare in 

advance: pick a case, read the background, and argue. 

The outcomes of these cases seem obvious today, but the advocates who argued them faced uphill 

battles. The bench puts you through the same procedural hurdles they faced, with questions that 

reflect each justice’s documented judicial philosophy.   

THE CASES 

• Brown v. Board of Education (1954) — whether separate public schools, equal in every 

measurable respect, violate the Equal Protection Clause. This is the flagship Fantasy Moot 

case. 

• Gideon v. Wainwright (1963) — whether a state must provide counsel to an indigent 

defendant in an ordinary felony case. 

• Miranda v. Arizona (1966) — what police must tell a suspect in custody before 

questioning, and what happens if they don’t. Decided 5–4, it is the hardest bench on the list. 

• Loving v. Virginia (1967) — whether a state may criminalize marriage between two people 

because of their races. 

• Tinker v. Des Moines (1969) — whether public school students keep their First 

Amendment rights at school. 

HOW IT WORKS 

• Choose a case — each case page sets out the question presented, the bench that heard it, 

and the background, with links to the original briefs and oral argument. 

• Argue the case — click “Argue the Case” and make your argument. The justices interrupt 

with questions, just as the real Court did. 

• Learn as you go — you get suggestions for stronger answers during the argument, and a 

transcript and critique of your argument when it ends. 
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Getting Started 

 

To begin, visit myappealcoach.com and sign in. There is no password; the app identifies you by 

your name and email, and your plan (subscription, single use, free trial, or a comped pass) is tied 

to that email.   

All you need to run a moot is a copy of your brief. If you receive an invitation link, clicking it signs 

you in automatically and activates your pass; to return later, click the link again or log in with the 

same email address. To use the Fantasy Moot or Appellate Navigator, you don’t need anything at 

all. 

SUPPORT 

Questions, or want to try a session on us? Visit myappealcoach.com and use the Contact page — 

we are happy to help. Or you can email contact@MyAppealCoach.com.  

MyAppealCoach provides preparation tools only and does not provide legal advice. 
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